Spiritual development and the dying child: the pediatric nurse practitioner's role.
Dying children require special consideration when it comes to spiritual development. Pediatric nurse practitioners (PNPs) can be a pivotal influence in the manner in which a child progresses from sick child to dying child and an influence on the family at large during the process. The primary care PNP is uniquely positioned to have a premorbid knowledge of the spiritual development and needs of the child and family. The tertiary care PNP has a responsibility to provide continuing spiritual assessment and follow-up with referrals to appropriate professional staff and community resources for spiritual care. Childhood spiritual development within the context of the PNP's role in assessing and meeting the spiritual needs of the dying child is discussed.